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Art Unit: 3662 



DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1. 



The drawings filed December 8, 2003 appear to be formal and are acceptable. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



2. 



The information disclosure statement filed December 8, 2003 has been entered and considered. An initialed 



copy of the PTO-1449 by the Examiner is attached. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



3. 



Claims 1-22 are allowed. 



4. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 



The prior art fails to render obvious the claimed method for facilitating detection of a threat including, inter 
alia, operating a transmitter to transmit signals in the direction of a plurality of cells corresponding to different ranges 
relative to the transmitter to pan a scene, operating a detector to detect reflected signals during an analysis period 
received from the plurality of cells, determining a threat reference threshold for the analysis period as a function of the 
reflected signals detected during the analysis period by measuring detected reflected signals from the plurality of cells 
to generate a measured signal value for each particular one of the cells, modifying the measured signal values 
corresponding to some particular ones of said at least some cells by a distance factor corresponding to the distance 
the particular one of the cells is from the transmitter to generate a modified measured signal value for each of said 
some particular ones of said cells, and generating the threat reference threshold as a function of at least some of the 
modified measured signal values. The prior art does show detecting a threat using a radar system. However the 
present invention, as claimed, cannot be fairly rendered obvious by the prior art. One of the advantages of the 
present invention is that the threat threshold level is normally generated to be higher than the weighted energy 
average, e.g., by a fixed or user adjustable amount, to reduce the risk of threats being declared erroneously. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of the issue 
fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly 
labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. The cited 



prior art show various radar systems. 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 



to John B. Sotomayor whose telephone number is 703-306-4170. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday to Thursday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Tom H. Tarcza, 
can be reached on 703-306-4171. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




John b. Sotomayor 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3662 



